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Introduction

This presentation provides a supporting statement setting out our 
case for the land to the South and East of Cressington Cottages, on 
Grove Lane, GL10 3SJ to be considered as part of Stroud Council’s 
Strategic Assessment of Land for future development.

The site comprises a field to the North of Grove Lane, sited between 
Cressington Cottages and Mulgrove Cottage. 

The site measures approximately 0.7 Hectare. 
 
Past land use for the field, are agricultural.

The site is located within a group of properties stretching along 
Grove Lane to the west of the Westend Roundabout and 
Stonehouse. 

Nearby is located, Westend Office suites providing small office 
suites, approximately 30No. The use proposed for the site is similar, 
but with the addition of some residential housing, and tourist 
accommodation within an eco-friendly rough grassland field
landscape with more cultivated gardens limited to the front half of 
the site, thereby retaining the open country feel of the place. A 
central vegetable alotment patch could become the centre of the 
community. 10No local visitor studio chalets being spread out within 
a wild grass field landscape to the rear of the site.



Page 3 of 6

A419 Westend 
Roundabout

Shell Petrol Station

Housing constructed 
in 2019

M
5 

M
ot

or
w

ay STONEHOUSE

Representations for STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT OF LAND AVAILABILITY (SALA)
Site ref EAS-020 (Land to the South and East of Cressington Cottages, Grove Lane, GL10-3SJ) 

Harrison Architects + designers Ltd ©, 70c High Street, Haslemere. 



Page 4 of 6

Local Plan Objectives

How could the development of the site fit within
these Objectives of the Stroud District Local 
Plan?

1. The site is outside the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) 

2.Stonehouse benefits from good connectivity, being placed outside 
the congestion of the Stroud valleys, and close to the M5 and 
Stonehouse railway station.

3.The site is located amongst a group of other properties to the west 
of Stonehouse, an area of agricultual fields dotted with farm 
buildings, houses, and office uses already.

4.The size of the site enables it to be brought forward with an 
element of employment and residential use and retention of a large 
amount of the field.

5.The site stretches back from the road, some 120metres. It is en-
visaged that the front edge of the site along the road, would retain its 
country lane feel, and the rear half of the field would be kept as field, 
with the visitor studio chalets located in field grass landscape. The 
offices and housing can be kept within the area of the field, forward 
of the existing rear plot boundary of the neighbouring 
Cressington Cottages, avoiding greater encroachment into the land-
scape.

6.A growing demand exists for small business space for start-ups 
and small businesses growing from their home-start up offices. 
Grouping of these is important as young businesses thrive on each 
other, sharing ideas and networking.

7.Businesses need good transport links. The sites location near the 
M5, Stroud, Cheltenham, and railway provides this accessibility.
 
8.Development in this area will financially support existing local 
services within Stonehouse, protecting existing retail, and 
community uses.

9.A highly varied range of tourists visit the area taking part and visit-
ing: Outdoor activities, The canal, local Arts and Crafts, Local 
produce markets, The River Seven, and Festivals, all generating a 
need for accommodation. 

Extract from Stroud District Local Plan
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Continued from previous page

How could the development of the site fit within
these Objectives of the Stroud District Local 
Plan?

10.Strategic Objective SO1 Accesssible Communities

11. Strategic Objective SO2: Local economy and jobs

12. Strategic Objective SO3: Town Centre and rural Hinterlands

13.Strategic Objective S04: Transport and Travel 
 
14. Strategic Objective SO5: Climate Change and Environmental 
limits

Yes, a mix of small businesses and dwellings on the same site would 
support the above Local Plan objectives.

The site is adequately sized to allow a mix of uses and its rural 
location suits a more eco-style housing development, with some 
short-term visitor accommodation using small single storey chalets 
set in the green landscape. This mix will also support local economic 
growth, employment, and contribute to the Council’s housing quota 
needs.        

Extract from Stroud District Local Plan
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Initial Concept Diagram 
(subject to discussion with officers prior to any application 
coming forwards)

Small Business Space Approx 900m2 (9350sqft)

Dwellinghouses 2storeys . Approx 8-10No

Small single storey tourist studios. Approx 9-10No

Rear half of field beyond green line to be rough 
field-grass as existing, maintaining wild country 
setting. 

Communal gardens/allotments

Precedent Images of Eco freindly community housing
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