






































































































LANDSCAPE (Supplementary Document)

Slimbridge Parish is a rural area on the Severn Plain and as such is flat with wide
open views across the Forest of Dean and to the Black Mountains beyond; this with
the Cotswold escarpment which forms a magnificent backdrop for the whole parish.

Stroud District Landscape Sensitivity Assessment 2016

The Draft Local P is beyond the immediate vicinity of Cam and
Slimbridge and was therefore not included in the Stroud District Landscape

It is not clear why this whole of Slimbridge Parish was not included as
this site clearly affects the whole and not part and request the SDC provide detailed
and evidence-based reasons for excluding the proposed site around the time of
discussions with developers.

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/240802/stroud-landscape-sensitivity-assessment-
part-1.pdf states;

3.49. The preferred direction for housing growth for Slimbridge is to the south west in
land parcel Sl03 where there is an opportunity to improve the settlement edge to
become more planted and indented.

3.50. The landscape parcels around the settlement are all generally considered to be
of high sensitivity to employment uses and offer limited opportunity for allocation in
terms of landscape and visual factors. The land parcels adjoining the A38 are
slightly less sensitive but development here would still adversely affect views
to the church spire and/or receptors in the settlement and is undesirable.

Table 2 Summary of landscape sensitivity of land parcels (page 16 extract)

Settlement Land Parcel Sensitivity to
Housing

Sensitivity to
Employment

Slimbridge S101 High/medium High
Slimbridge S102 High/medium High/medium
Slimbridge S103 Medium High/medium
Slimbridge S104 High/medium High
Slimbridge S105 High/medium High

Impact on views from the Area of Outstanding National Beauty (AONB).
The nearest part of the AONB is at Stinchcombe Hill approx. 1.5km away. The
proposed Slimbridge site (combined with Cam) will ruin views from both the

protect these areas and views.

There are many places both within and outside the of the Slimbridge Parish where
beautiful and unique views are enjoyed.
given extra significance and protection through a planning policy.



The distinct topography means that there are frequent views from the surrounding
landscape to the Slimbridge Parish and vice versa. There is a strong visual
connection to it. From some elevated positions within the parish there are panoramic
views of the surrounding landscape including the built settlement.

Slimbridge Village Design Statement

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/241059/2016-12-final-slimbridge-village-design-
statement.pdf

The spire of St Johns Church is a prominent feature within the landscape of
Slimbridge as it can be seen from most areas and it is a defining feature of the
parish. As mentioned in the statement,

Note - Grade 1 Listed.

SLN 4 To maintain the identity of the flat and marsh land areas, buildings should be
of a good design that will not detract from this setting. The flat and open nature of the
marshes make them sensitive to development.  Relating to Stroud District SPG
Landscape Character Assessment 2000.

Harm on this scale completely outweighs any perceived benefit. For this reason, the
proposed Slimbridge site should be removed from the Draft Local Plan.


